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Titus 2:14 He gave Himself for us to redeem us 
from all lawlessness and to cleanse for Himself a 

special people, eager to do good works  

Pastor Eric Douma

May 13, 2012

Definition of “Good Works”

Obedience

Works

omission commission

Definition of Good Works

2 Timothy 2:19b, 21 The Lord knows those 
who are His,” and, “Everyone who names the 
name of the Lord is to abstain from 
wickedness… Therefore, if anyone cleanses 
himself from these things, he will be a vessel 
for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, 
prepared for every good work. 
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Good Works Can’t Save You

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result 
of works, so that no one may boast. 

Romans 4:2-3 For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, but 
not before God. For what does the Scripture 
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness.” 

Why Can’t Good Works Save?

1. They can’t make a person perfect:
Romans 3:10-12 …as it is written, “There is 

none righteous, not even one; There is none 
who understands, There is none who seeks 

for God; All have turned aside, together they 
have become useless; there is none who 
does good, there is not even one.”

Psalm 89:14 Righteousness and justice are 
the foundation of Your throne; lovingkindness 
and truth go before You. 

How Can We Be Made Perfect?

Hebrews 5:8-9 Although He was a Son, He 

learned obedience from the things which He 
suffered. And having been made perfect, He 
became to all those who obey Him the source 
of eternal salvation…

Hebrews 10:14 For by one offering He has 

perfected for all time those who are 
sanctified. 
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Why Can’t Good Works Save?

2. They Can’t Atone For Sin:

Hebrews 10:4 For it is impossible for the blood 
of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

3. They Are Imperfect Works:

Isaiah 64:6 NET We are all like one who is 
unclean, all our so-called righteous acts are 
like a menstrual rag in your sight. We all 

wither like a leaf; our sins carry us away like 
the wind.

“Filthy Rags”

In the Flesh In Christ

“Good Works”

Romans 8:8 and those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God. 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand so that we would 
walk in them. 

The First “Work” That We Must Do

John 6:28-29 Therefore they said to Him, “What 

shall we do, so that we may work the works of 
God?” Jesus answered and said to them, 
“This is the work of God, that you believe in 
Him whom He has sent.” 

John 6:44 “No one can come to Me unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him; and I will 
raise him up on the last day.
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The Necessity of Good Works

James 2:14 NET What good is it, my brothers 
and sisters, if someone claims to have faith 
but does not have works? Can this kind of 
faith save him?

James 2:18-19 NET But someone will say, “You 
have faith and I have works.” Show me your 
faith without works and I will show you faith 
by my works. You believe that God is one; 
well and good. Even the demons believe that 
– and tremble with fear.

The Example of Abraham

James 2:20-23 NET But would you like 
evidence, you empty fellow, that faith without 
works is useless? Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works when he offered Isaac his 
son on the altar? You see that his faith was 
working together with his works and his faith 
was perfected by works. And the scripture was 
fulfilled that says, “Now Abraham believed God 
and it was counted to him for righteousness,” 
and he was called God’s friend. 

How Do We Do Good Works?
Only By God’s Power:

John15:4 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it 
abides in the vine, so neither can you unless 
you abide in Me.”

Philippians 2:12-13 So then, my beloved, just 
as you have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, 
both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  
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God’s Gracious Gifts
2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by 

God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; so 
that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work. 

Ephesians 4:11-12 And He gave some as 

apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the 
work of service, to the building up of the body 
of Christ…

What Works Shall We Do?

John 14:12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 
believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do 
also; and greater works than these he will do; 
because I go to the Father.”

1. Gospel Centered

2. Fellow Believers

3. The World

Gospel Centered
� Great Commission – Matthew 28:18-20 

1 Timothy 3:1 NET This saying is trustworthy: “If 
someone aspires to the office of overseer, he 
desires a good work.” 

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the 
word of truth. 

2 Timothy 4:5 But you, be sober in all things, 
endure hardship, fulfill your ministry. do the 
work of an evangelist.
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Believers First
Romans 15:25b-26 I am going to Jerusalem 

serving the saints. For Macedonia and Achaia 
have been pleased to make a contribution for 
the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.

James 2:15 If a brother or sister is without 
clothing and in need of daily food, and one of 

you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 
and be filled,” and yet you do not give them 
what is necessary for their body, what use is 
that? (cf. 1 John 3:17)

Within The Church
1 Tim 5:9-10 NET No widow should be put on 

the list unless she is at least sixty years old, 

was the wife of one husband, and has a 
reputation for good works: as one who has 
raised children, practiced hospitality, washed 
the feet of the saints, helped those in distress 
– as one who has exhibited all kinds of good 
works. 

1 Timothy 6:18 Instruct them to do good, to be 
rich in good works, to be generous and ready 
to share…

To All Men

Matthew 5:16 Let your light shine before men in 
such a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven (cf. James 1:27). 

1 Peter 2:12 Keep your behavior excellent 
among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in 
which they slander you as evildoers, they may 
because of your good deeds, as they observe 
them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 
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Good Works Matter For Eternity

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 Therefore we also have as 
our ambition, whether at home or absent, to 
be pleasing to Him.  For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may be recompensed for his deeds 
in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad (cf. 1 Cor. 3:10-15).

The teaching about the judgment seat before  
which all believers must come reminds us that 
we have been saved, not for a life of aimlessness 
or indifference, but to live as to the Lord. This 
doctrine of the universality of the judgment of 
believers preserves the moral seriousness of 
God.… The sure prospect of the judgment seat 
reminds the Corinthians—and all believers—
that while they are righteous in Christ by faith 
alone, the faith that justifies is to be expressed 
by love and obedience and by pleasing the Lord 
(C.K. Barret).

Galatians 6:9 Let us not lose 
heart in doing good, for in due 

time we will reap if we do not 
grow weary. 


