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Presented by Bob DeWaay

May 3, 2009

Overview Luke 16:14-18

� The Pharisees “scoff” at Jesus (14)
� God knows the heart (which should but 

doesn’t worry the Pharisees) (15)
� Jesus proclaims God’s purpose so to scoff at 

Him is to reject God’s purpose (16)
� The Law is fulfilled in Jesus (17)
� Jesus demonstrates His authority to teach by 

teaching on divorce (18)

Their “grumbling” (15:2) now 
becomes open ridicule

� Luke 16:14

Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of 
money, were listening to all these things and 
were scoffing at Him.



�5/3/2009

�2

“Scoff”: ekmute_rizo_ is an allusion 
to Psalm 22:7  

� Psalm 22:7, 8

All who see me sneer at me; They separate 
with the lip, they wag the head, saying,  
“Commit yourself to the Lord; let Him deliver 
him; Let Him rescue him, because He 
delights in him.”

“Scoff”: ekmute_rizo_ is an allusion 
to Psalm 22:7

� Luke 23:35

And the people stood by, looking on. And 
even the rulers were sneering at Him, 
saying, “He saved others; let Him save 
Himself if this is the Christ of God, His 
Chosen One.”

The Pharisees seek status in man’s eyes 
and are self deceived about God

� Luke 16:15 (NKJV)

And He said to them, “You are those who 
justify yourselves before men, but God 
knows your hearts. For what is highly 
esteemed among men is an abomination 
in the sight of God.” 
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Jesus has authority to teach

� Luke 16:16 (HCSB)

The Law and the Prophets were until John; 
since then, the good news of the kingdom 
of God has been proclaimed, and everyone 
is strongly urged to enter it. 

� Luke 16:17

But it is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away than for one stroke of a letter of 
the Law to fail.

Jesus fulfills the promises of the 
Law

An example of Jesus’ authority to teach

� Luke 16:18

Everyone who divorces his wife and 
marries another commits adultery, and he 
who marries one who is divorced from a 
husband commits adultery.
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Implications and Applications

1) To disregard what God has said is to scoff

2) That God knows the heart should motivate 
us to disregard status in man’s eyes

3) God’s promises are certain because God 
cannot lie

1) To disregard what God has said is to scoff

� Hebrews 2:1, 2

For this reason we must pay much closer 
attention to what we have heard, so that 
we do not drift away from it. For if the word 
spoken through angels proved unalterable, 
and every transgression and disobedience 
received a just penalty,

1) To disregard what God has said is to scoff

� Hebrews 2:3, 4

how will we escape if we neglect so great 
a salvation? After it was at the first spoken 
through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by 
those who heard, God also testifying with 
them, both by signs and wonders and by 
various miracles and by gifts of the Holy 
Spirit according to His own will.
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2) That God knows the heart should motivate 
us to disregard status in man’s eyes

� Jeremiah 17:9, 10

The heart is more deceitful than all else 
And is desperately sick; Who can 
understand it? I, the Lord, search the 
heart, I test the mind, Even to give to each 
man according to his ways, According to 
the results of his deeds.

2) That God knows the heart should motivate 
us to disregard status in man’s eyes

� Acts 8:18, 19

Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was 
bestowed through the laying on of the 
apostles' hands, he offered them money,  
saying, “Give this authority to me as well, 
so that everyone on whom I lay my hands 
may receive the Holy Spirit.”

2) That God knows the heart should motivate 
us to disregard status in man’s eyes

� Acts 8:20, 21

But Peter said to him, “May your silver 
perish with you, because you thought you 
could obtain the gift of God with money! 
You have no part or portion in this matter, 
for your heart is not right before God.”
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3) God’s promises are certain because God 
cannot lie

� Hebrews 6:18

so that by two unchangeable things in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, we 
who have taken refuge would have strong 
encouragement to take hold of the hope 
set before us.

3) God’s promises are certain because God 
cannot lie

� 2Peter 1:3

seeing that His divine power has granted 
to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge of 
Him who called us by His own glory and 
excellence.

3) God’s promises are certain because God 
cannot lie

� 2Peter 1:4

For by these He has granted to us His 
precious and magnificent promises, so 
that by them you may become partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world by lust.


