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Big Picture

Chapters 13-23 (10 Oracles)

1. Babylon 13:1                   1. Babylon 21:1

2. Philistia 14:28                  2. Edom 21:11

3. Moab 15:1                       3. Arabia 21:13

4. Damascus/Israel 17:1     4. Jerusalem 22:1

5. Egypt 19:1                       5. Tyre 23:1

Outline of Isaiah 17:1-18:7

God Destroys All Idolatry: 

Idolatrous Alliance Destroyed 17:1-11 (Near)

World Wide Idolatry Destroyed 17:12-18:7 (Far)

Day of The Lord Phraseology:

“in that day the glory of Jacob will fade”    vs. 4

“In that day man… regard for his maker”  vs. 7

“In that day their strong cities…forsaken” vs. 9
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The Failed Idolatrous Alliance

Isaiah 17:1-3 The oracle concerning Damascus: 
“Behold, Damascus is about to be removed 
from being a city and will become a fallen ruin. 
The cities of Aroer are forsaken; they will be 
for flocks to lie down in, and there will be no 
one to frighten them. The fortified city will 
disappear from Ephraim, and sovereignty from 
Damascus and the remnant of Aram; they will 

be like the glory of the sons of Israel,” 
Declares the LORD of hosts. 

Unbelieving Israel Is Not Exempt

Isaiah 17:4 Now in that day the glory of Jacob 
will fade, and the fatness of his flesh will 
become lean.

Zephaniah 2:3, 11a Seek the LORD, all you 

humble of the earth who have carried out His 
ordinances; seek righteousness, seek humility. 
Perhaps you will be hidden in the day of the 
LORD’S anger. …The LORD will be terrifying 
to them, for He will starve all the gods of the 
earth…

Unbelieving Israel Is Not Exempt

Isaiah 17:5 It will be even like the reaper 
gathering the standing grain, as his arm 
harvests the ears, or it will be like one 
gleaning ears of grain In the valley of 
Rephaim. 

Joel 3:13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is 
ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; 
The vats overflow, for their wickedness is 
great (Rev 14:14-20). 
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God Will Leave A Remnant

Isaiah 17:6 Yet gleanings will be left in it like 
the shaking of an olive tree, two or three 
olives on the topmost bough, four or five on 
the branches of a fruitful tree, declares the 
LORD, the God of Israel.

Isaiah 24:13 For thus it will be in the midst of 
the earth among the peoples, as the shaking 
of an olive tree, as the gleanings when the 
grape harvest is over.

Race Doesn’t Matter – Faith Does!

Romans 2:28-29 For he is not a Jew who is 
one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which 
is outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew who is 
one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is 
of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; 
and his praise is not from men, but from God.

Galatians 3:7 Therefore, be sure that it is those 

who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. 

Whom Does God Justify?

Ephesians 5:5 For this you know with certainty, 
that no immoral or impure person or covetous 
man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and God.

1 Thessalonians 1:9 NET For people 
everywhere report how you welcomed us and 
how you turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God…



Isaiah 17:1-11 / God Will Destroy All Idolatry 

Part 1

10/21/2012

4

A Glimpse of The Glorious Future

Isaiah 17:7-8 In that day man will have regard 
for his Maker and his eyes will look to the 
Holy One of Israel. He will not have regard for 
the altars, the work of his hands, nor will he 
look to that which his fingers have made, 
even the Asherim and incense stands. 

The Reason For Judgment

Isaiah 17:9-10 In that day their strong cities will 
be like forsaken places in the forest, Or like 
branches which they abandoned before the 
sons of Israel; and the land will be a 
desolation. For you have forgotten the God 
of your salvation and have not remembered 
the rock of your refuge. Therefore you plant 
delightful plants and set them with vine slips 

of a strange god. 

Forgetting God Leads To Idolatry

Deuteronomy 32:17-18 They sacrificed to 
demons who were not God, to gods whom 
they have not known, new gods who came 
lately, whom your fathers did not dread. You 
neglected the Rock who begot you, and forgot 
the God who gave you birth. 

2 Peter 3:2 …you should remember the 
words spoken beforehand by the holy 
prophets and the commandment of the Lord 
and Savior spoken by your apostles. 
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We Must Not Stray From Christ

Salvation: Coming to Christ on God’s terms.

Sanctification: Growing in Christ on God’s 
terms. 

Galatians 3:3 Are you so foolish? Having begun 

by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by 
the flesh? 

The Risk In Straying From Christ

Colossians 2:8 See to it that no one takes 
you captive through philosophy and empty 
deception, according to the tradition of men, 
according to the elementary principles of the 

world, rather than according to Christ.

(Renovare on Meditation) “We can meet with 
God in ever-growing familiarity and intimacy 
not because of any of our special abilities, but 
simply because we come willing to enter into a 
listening silence.”

God Will Not Tolerate Idolatry

Isaiah 17:11 In the day that you plant it you 
carefully fence it in, and in the morning you 
bring your seed to blossom; but the harvest 
will be a heap in a day of sickliness and 
incurable pain.

Jeremiah 14:22a Are there any among the 
idols of the nations who give rain? 
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O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be!

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.


