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The Lord is not Slow to Fulfill His Promise
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Peter’s Previous Argument
False Teachers: Jesus is not coming because 
God does not intervene in human history.

2 Peter 3:5-7
�God intervenes by sustaining the creation.
�God intervened in the past by the flood.

�Therefore – God will intervene in the future.

The Lord’s Promise Will Come

2 Peter 3:8-9 But do not let this one fact escape 
your notice,   beloved, that with the Lord one 
day is like a thousand years, and   a thousand 
years like one day. The Lord is not slow about 
the promise, as some count slowness, but  is 
patient toward you,  not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance.
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The Day Comes Like A Thief

B.D.O.L.

Millennium Eternal States.

2 Peter 3:10 But   the day of the Lord   will come 
like a thief, in which  the heavens  will pass 
away with a roar and the  elements will be 
destroyed with intense heat, and   the earth 
and   its works will be  burned up. 

The Timing Of The Fiery Judgment
Revelation 20:7-9 When the thousand years are 
completed, Satan will be  released from his 
prison, and will come out to  deceive the nations 
which are in the   four corners of the earth,   Gog 
and Magog, to  gather them together for the 
war; the number of them is like the  sand of 
the  seashore. And they  came up on the  broad 
plain of the earth and surrounded the  camp of 
the   saints and the   beloved city, and   fire came 
down from heaven and devoured them. 

How Then Should We Live?

2 Peter 3:11-13 Since all these things are to be 
destroyed in this way, what sort of people 
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 
looking for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which  the heavens 
will be destroyed by burning, and the  elements 
will melt with intense heat! But according to 
His  promise we are looking for   new heavens 
and a new earth,   in which righteousness 
dwells. 
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Application
1. We are to believe that Jesus’ coming to rule 

over the earth from Israel is part of the good 
news of “the promise.”

2 Peter 3:9a, 10, 13 The Lord is not slow about 
the promise, as some count slowness… 
But   the day of the Lord   will come like a thief, 
in which  the heavens  will pass away… But 
according to His  promise we are looking 
for   new heavens and a new earth,   in which 
righteousness dwells. 

1. Jesus’ Reign Is Part of “The Promise”
Hebrews 6:13-15 For  when God made the 

promise to Abraham, since He could swear by 
no one greater, He  swore by Himself, saying, “ I 
WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY

MULTIPLY YOU.” And so,   having patiently waited, 
he obtained the promise. 

Romans 4:13 For  the promise to Abraham or to 
his  descendants  that he would be heir of the 
world was not  through the Law, but through 
the righteousness of faith

1. Jesus’ Reign Is Part of “The Promise”
Hebrews 11:9-10 By faith he lived as an alien 
in   the land of the promise, as in a foreign land, 
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob,  fellow 
heirs of the same promise; for he was looking 
for   the city which has foundations whose 
architect and builder is God.
Jeremiah 30:8 “It shall come about on that day,” 
declared Yahweh of hosts “that I will break his 
yoke from off their neck and will tear off their 
bonds; and strangers will no longer make them 
their slaves.
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1. Jesus’ Reign Is Part of “The Promise”

Jeremiah 30:9 But they shall serve Yahweh 
their God and David their king, whom I will 
raise up for them.”

Ezekiel 37:25 They will live on the land that I 
gave to Jacob My servant, in which your 
fathers lived; and they will live on it, they, and 
their sons and their sons’ sons, forever; and 
David My servant will be their prince forever.”

Application

2. Being “ready” for the Lord’s return means 
living a godly life and being about the King’s 
business until He returns.

2 Peter 3:11b-12a…what sort of people ought 
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 
looking for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God

2. Jesus’ Instructions On Being Ready
Matthew 24:45-47 Who then is the  faithful 

and   sensible slave whom his  master  put in 
charge of his household to give them their 
food at the proper time? “Blessed is that slave 
whom his  master finds so doing when he 
comes. “Truly I say to you that  he will put him 
in charge of all his possessions. 

Matthew 24:48-49 But if that evil slave says in 
his heart, ‘My  master  is not coming for a 
long time,’ and begins to beat his fellow 
slaves and eat and drink with drunkards… 
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2. Jesus’ Instructions On Being Ready

Matthew 25:31-36 Then the King will say to 
those on His right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed of My Father,   inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you  from the foundation of the 
world. ‘For   I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me something to drink;  I was a stranger, and 
you invited Me in;  naked, and you clothed Me; 
I was sick, and you  visited Me;  I was in prison, 
and you came to Me.’

2. Jesus’ Instructions On Being Ready
Matthew 25:40 “ The King will answer and say to 

them, ‘Truly I say to you,  to the extent that you 
did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even 
the least of them, you did it to Me.’ 

1. Are you living a godly life?
2. Are you engaged in the great commission?
3. Are you loving your brothers and sisters?
4. Are you content with the coming kingdom?


