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The Impact of False Teachers

The Background To 2 Peter 2:1-3

2 Peter 1:19  The true interpretation confirmed
2 Peter 1:20-21 No one is entitled to their own 

interpretation – God is the author!
2 Peter 2:1-3 “But false teachers will arise”

Jeremiah 5:31 The   prophets prophesy falsely, 
And the priests rule  on their own authority; 
and My people   love it so! But what will you do 
at the end of it? 

False Teachers Always Threaten God’s People

2 Peter 2:1 But   false prophets also arose 
among the people, just as there will also 
be   false teachers  among you, who will  secretly 
introduce  destructive heresies, even  denying 
the  Master who   bought them, bringing swift 
destruction upon themselves.

Three Options
1. Christians can lose their salvation.

2. “Bought” doesn’t mean redeemed from sin.
3. These men only “appeared” to be Christians.
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Is Peter Denying Eternal Security?
1 Peter 1:4-5 …to obtain an   inheritance which is

imperishable and undefiled and  will not fade 
away,   reserved in heaven for you, who 
are  protected by the power of God  through 
faith for  a salvation ready  to be revealed in the 
last time. 

2 Peter 1:4 For by these He has granted to us 
His precious and magnificent  promises , so 
that by them you may become  partakers of the 
divine nature , having  escaped the  corruption 
that is in   the world by lust.

� a

Is Peter Denying Eternal Security?

Matthew 13:22 And the one on whom seed was 
sown among the thorns, this is the man who 
hears the word, and the worry of  the  world and 
the   deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 
and it becomes unfruitful. 

John 6:70-71 Jesus answered them, “ Did I 
Myself not choose you,   the twelve, and yet 
one of you is  a devil?” Now He meant 
Judas  the son of Simon Iscariot, for he,  one 
of  the twelve, was going to betray Him. 

False Teachers Will Be Judged By God

2 Peter 2:2-3 Many will follow their  sensuality, 
and because of them  the way of the truth will 
be  maligned; and in their  greed they will   exploit
you with  false words;   their judgment from long 
ago is not idle, and their destruction is not 
asleep.
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Application
1. We must be aware that false teachers always 

contradict the Scriptures, and promise people 
peace when God threatens judgment.

“A person is in hell when he has lost his self-
esteem. Can you imagine any condition more 
tragic than to live life and eternity in shame?” 

(Schuller, Self Esteem: The New Reformation, 
pg. 14-15)

1. False Teachers Deny Future Judgment
“…we should consider the possibility that 
many, and perhaps even all of Jesus’ hell-fire 
or end-of-the-universe statements refer not to 
postmortem judgment but to the very historic 
consequences of rejecting his kingdom 
message of reconciliation and peacemaking” 
(Mclaren, Inferno 3, Out of Ur, May -2006).

2 Thessalonians 1:9 These will pay the penalty 
of  eternal destruction,  away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 
power.  

1. False Teachers Deny Future Judgment
Jeremiah 6:13-14 For  from the least of them 

even to the greatest of them, Everyone 
is  greedy for gain, And from the prophet even 
to the priest Everyone  deals falsely. “They 
have   healed the brokenness of My people 
superficially, Saying, “Peace, peace,’ But 
there is no peace .”

2 Peter 2:1, 3 …there will also be  false 
teachers  among you, who will  secretly 
introduce  destructive heresies …and in their
greed they will exploit you with false words…
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Application
2. We must take heed lest we follow false 

teachers into their licentious life styles, and 
bring disrepute upon the “way of truth.”

2 Peter 2:2 Many will follow their  sensuality, and 
because of them  the way of the truth will 
be  maligned…

2 Peter 2:15 forsaking  the right way , they have 
gone astray, having followed  the way of 
Balaam

2. We Must Not Follow A Licentious Lifestyle 

Romans 2:24 For “  THE NAME OF GOD IS

BLASPHEMED AMONG THE GENTILES   BECAUSE

OF YOU,” just as it is written. 

Romans 13:13-14 The night is far gone; the
day is at hand . So then let us cast off the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, 
not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling 
and jealousy.

Application
3. We must remember that God’s judgment is 

always imminent.

2 Peter 2:1…bringing swift destruction upon 
themselves.

2 Peter 1:14 …knowing that   the laying aside of 
my earthly dwelling is imminent…

Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which   God gave Him to  show to His bond-
servants,  the things that must take place 
soon.
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3. Remember: God’s Judgment Is Imminent
Daniel 2:28 However, there is a  God in heaven 

who reveals mysteries, and He has made 
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will 
take place in the  latter days.

ha dei genesthai = “things that must take place”

Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which   God gave Him to  show to His bond-
servants,  the things that must take place 
soon.


