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The Big Picture
1. Christ suffered once for all on behalf of the 

unrighteous to bring believers to God.
2. Christ was raised from the dead “in the 

spiritual sphere” in which He proclaimed 
victory over demonic spirits.

3. Christ is now the ascended, exalted Lord to 
whom all the demonic powers bow.

Meaning for us : We can also be confident that 
suffering is not the final word. We will also be 
exalted like Christ!

Christ Died To “Bring Us To God”
1 Peter 3:18 For   Christ also suffered for 

sins  once for all, the just for the unjust, so that 
He might  bring us to God, having been put to 
death  in the flesh, but made alive   in the  spirit;

1. Death of Jesus body, but alive in His spirit.
2. Killed “by the flesh” = killed by humans
3. Dative of sphere: “in the flesh” followed by 

dative of agency: “by the Spirit”
4. Two spheres: flesh = (natural order)

spirit = (supernatural order)
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 Evidence For The Dative of Sphere View  
1 Peter 4:6 For this is why the gospel was 

preached even to the dead, that though 
judged in the flesh like men, they might live in 
the spirit like God.

1 Cor. 15:44-47 It is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body…“The first man Adam 
became a living being;” the last Adam became 
a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that 
is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 
The first man was from earth , a man of dust; 
the second man is from heaven .

Jesus’ Pronounces Victory Over The Demons

1 Peter 3:19-20 in   which also He went and 
made proclamation to the spirits now in 
prison who once were disobedient, when 
the  patience of God  kept waiting in the days of 
Noah, during the construction of   the ark, in 
which a few, that is,   eight  persons, were 
brought safely through the  water. 

The Three Primary Views
1. The spirits are unbelieving humans now in  

Hades who rejected the gospel preached to 
them by Noah. 

2. The spirits are unbelieving humans who, from 
Hades, heard Christ preach to them after His 
death, but before His resurrection.

3. The spirits are demons who heard Christ 
proclaim victory/judgment on them as they 
were residing in prison.
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Evidence For Fallen Angels
Genesis 6:1-2, 4 Now it came about, when men 

began to multiply on the face of the land, and 
daughters were born to them, that the sons of 
God saw that the daughters of men 
were  beautiful; and they took wives for 
themselves, whomever they chose…   
The  Nephilim were on the earth in those days, 
and also afterward, when the sons of God 
came in to the daughters of men, and they 
bore children to them. 

Evidence For Fallen Angels
Jude 6-7 And  angels who did not keep their own 

domain, but abandoned their proper abode, 
He has  kept in eternal bonds under darkness 
for the judgment of the great day, just 
as  Sodom and Gomorrah and the   cities 
around them, since they in the same way as 
these indulged in gross immorality and  went 
after strange flesh, are exhibited as an 
example in  undergoing the punishment of 
eternal fire.

The Sign of Dying and Being Raised With Christ

1 Peter 3:21-22 Corresponding to that, baptism 
now saves you—  not the removal of dirt from 
the flesh, but an appeal to God  for a  good 
conscience—through  the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ , who is at the right hand of 
God,   having gone into heaven,  after angels 
and authorities and powers had been 
subjected to Him. 
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Application
1. We must know that “rituals” won’t save us! 

Baptism does not cause salvation, but is a 
sign of the salvation we already have.

2. We must understand that our baptism is a 
reminder that there is “no going back!”

1. The Dangers Of Baptismal Ritualism
Baptismal Regeneration View :
�Ex Opere Operato “by the work worked”
�A means by which God imparts saving grace
Mark 16:16
John 3:5
Titus 3:5
1 Peter 3:21
Baptism As Initiation Into The New Covenant :
Colossians 2:11-12

1. Baptism: Sign of Faith In Christ
Col. 2:11-12 In him also you were circumcised 

with a circumcision made without hands , 
by putting off the body of the flesh, by the 
circumcision of Christ, having been buried 
with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith in the powerful 
working of God, who raised Him from the 
dead.

Col. 1:21a-22 And you… he has now reconciled 
in his body of flesh by his death, in order to 
present you holy and blameless…
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2. Baptism Means “No Going Back!”

1. Noah and his family were “baptized” in the 
flood waters. (1 Peter 3:20-21)

2. The Israelites were “baptized” in the sea and 
cloud with Moses. (1 Cor. 10:1-2)

3. Individual believers are baptized into Christ. 
(Romans 6:1-4; Colossians 2:12) 

2. Baptism Means “No Going Back!”
Romans 6:1-4 What shall we say then? Are 
we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 
By no means! How can we who died to sin 
still live in it? Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in 
order that , just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life.


