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Remembering the Remembering the 

Backdrop of 1 JohnBackdrop of 1 John

�� The ProtoThe Proto--Gnostic Backdrop of 1 JohnGnostic Backdrop of 1 John

�� Secret KnowledgeSecret Knowledge

�� ElitismElitism

�� Denial of SinDenial of Sin

�� The Practice of LawlessnessThe Practice of Lawlessness

A Key Passage in ContextA Key Passage in Context

�� 1 John 1:81 John 1:8--1010

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say 

we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 

word is not in us. word is not in us. 



4/26/2009

2

The Practice of LawlessnessThe Practice of Lawlessness

�� 1 John 3:41 John 3:4--55

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also 
practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You 

know that he appeared to take away sins, and in know that he appeared to take away sins, and in 

him there is no sin. him there is no sin. 

The Practice of RighteousnessThe Practice of Righteousness

1 John 3:61 John 3:6--77

No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no 
one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or 

known him.  Little children, let no one deceive known him.  Little children, let no one deceive 

you. Whoever practices righteousness is you. Whoever practices righteousness is 

righteous, as he is righteous. righteous, as he is righteous. 

Destroying the Works of the DevilDestroying the Works of the Devil

1 John 3:81 John 3:8

Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the 
devil, for the devil has been sinning from the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the 

beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared 

was to destroy the works of the devil. was to destroy the works of the devil. 
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The Children of God and The Children of God and 

The Children of the DevilThe Children of the Devil

1 John 3:91 John 3:9--1010

No one born of God makes a practice of No one born of God makes a practice of 
sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he 
cannot keep on sinning because he has been cannot keep on sinning because he has been 
born of God. By this it is evident who are the born of God. By this it is evident who are the 
children of God, and who are the children of the children of God, and who are the children of the 
devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is 
not of God, nor is the one who does not love not of God, nor is the one who does not love 
his brother. his brother. 

John 8: Whose Child Are You?John 8: Whose Child Are You?

�� John 8:42John 8:42--45 45 

Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you 
would love me, for I came from God and I am would love me, for I came from God and I am 
here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent 
me.  Why do you not understand what I say? It me.  Why do you not understand what I say? It 
is because you cannot bear to hear my word. is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 
You are of your father the devil, and your will is You are of your father the devil, and your will is 
to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and has nothing to do with from the beginning, and has nothing to do with 
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for 
he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I 
tell the truth, you do not believe me.tell the truth, you do not believe me.

Bridging Contexts:  AntinomianismBridging Contexts:  Antinomianism

Greek:  Anti Greek:  Anti –– [Against]   Nomos [Against]   Nomos –– [the Law][the Law]

�� Living one’s life without regard to the laws and Living one’s life without regard to the laws and 

commandments of God.commandments of God.
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#1 #1 –– Don’t be Deceived  Don’t be Deceived  
Never Depart from the Terms of the GospelNever Depart from the Terms of the Gospel

1 Corinthians 6:91 Corinthians 6:9--1111

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not 

inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 

adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor 

thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 

swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And such swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And such 

were some of you. But you were washed, you were were some of you. But you were washed, you were 

sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

#2 #2 –– Strive for SanctificationStrive for Sanctification
�� 1 Thessalonians 4:31 Thessalonians 4:3--88

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that 
you abstain from sexual immorality; that each you abstain from sexual immorality; that each 
one of you know how to control his own body one of you know how to control his own body 
in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust 
like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no 
one transgress and wrong his brother in this one transgress and wrong his brother in this 
matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all 
these things, as we told you beforehand and these things, as we told you beforehand and 
solemnly warned you. For God has not called us solemnly warned you. For God has not called us 
for impurity, but in holiness. Therefore whoever for impurity, but in holiness. Therefore whoever 
disregards this, disregards not man but God, disregards this, disregards not man but God, 
who gives his Holy Spirit to you. who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 

#3 #3 –– Be Thankful!Be Thankful!
Jesus Destroyed the Works of the DevilJesus Destroyed the Works of the Devil

�� Hebrews 2:14Hebrews 2:14

Since therefore the children share in flesh and Since therefore the children share in flesh and 
blood, he himself likewise partook of the same blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 

things, that through death he might destroy the things, that through death he might destroy the 

one who has the power of death, that is, the one who has the power of death, that is, the 

devil.devil.


